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Theme: Cardboard 
Cobbler

Aim: In this Vac students will explore the 
creative potential of cardboard as a 3d 
construction material. Under the theme 
‘Cardboard Cobbler’ students will conduct 
visual research through analytical drawing 
using a variety of media to inform their 
final 3d cardboard piece. This finished 
form should demonstrate the correct form, 
proportion scale and texture of source 
object. 

Source Object: My Shoe 



What is a Cobbler? 

Originally cobblers made custom shoes.

Nowadays, they repair, restore and improve a 
variety of shoes and other leather products!

They are essential in the shoemaking and 
restoring world, as they uphold and restore the 
quality of worn shoes. 



The Shoe! 
Stepping into the roll as ‘the cobbler’, we 
observe the breakdown of a shoe! Identifying 
each section by name in order to develop our 
understanding of our source object. 



Alexander Calder 

Alexander Calder is an american Sculptor 
and Painter whose notable for his wire 
mobile sculptures. He is the inventor of 
the modern mobile. 

Calders drawings depict a use of 
gestural and continuous line drawings in 
pen which are reminiscent of his wire 
sculptures. 



Albrecht Dürer

Albrecht Dürer is a German 
Painter, Printer and Theorist. 

His sketches depict a clear 
use of cross contour line and 
mark making as well as tone. 



Cardboard 

Cardboard is made of a combination of two 
sheets of paper called liners that are glued 
together with an adhesive to a corrugated 
inner medium,called a fluting. This creates 
a structurally robust medium! 

Cardboard was originally created in the 
15th century in China! And was later 
recreated by American printer Robert Gair 
who created the cardboard we use today. 



Health and Safety - Blades
While creating the 3D shoe it is vital that health and safety is a top 
priority. 

Using blades can easily injuries if not used correctly! 

● When using your blade, extend it to an appropriate 
length for the task, the lock it in place using the pull 
down lock system. This ensures that the knife will 
not continue to extend or go back in while using. 

●  When cutting your cardboard make sure to keep your hand well away 
from where your blade is. This is so that in the case your knife slips or 
you've angled it wrong it won't cause injury. 

● With your hand at a safe distance and a firm grip on your card, you can 
begin.pulling the blade toward yourself slowly, you can cut the card.

● If an injury occurs stay calm. Using paper towel, press it to the injured area and apply pressure to stop/slow the bleeding. 
➔ For Minor injuries ensure the cut is cleaned thoroughly with antiseptic applied before wrapping it in a plaster
➔ For Major injuries keep cut clean while applying firm pressure to stop/slow bleeding, staying calm as you go to the 

nurse/teacher/etc. 



Similarly to the use of blades, it is vital you are careful while using 
a Glue Gun to avoid burns. 

Health and Safety - Glue Gun

● When using your glue gun, be mindful of 
the heat it generates. The tip or nozzle of 
the glue gun is often hot to the touch, so 
ensure you do not come in contact with it. 

● When placing glue on your piece 
keep your fingers at a safe 
distance to avoid burns

● Do not touch hot glue!

● In the case you are burnt by the gun or 
the glue itself stay calm and quickly put 
the burnt area under cold water.

● Once soothed apply burn gel and a 
plaster to allow the injury to heal



Analytical Drawings

2min Blind Drawings, 
side and front view

Rubbing of sole of shoe

Oil pastel on black card 2min

5 min Gestural drawing

5 min Definition Drawing 

10 min Cross Contour Drawing



Making the Shoe

In order to get the correct 
proportions and shapes for my 

cardboard iteration, i made 
masking tape ‘patterns’ for the 

shoe. 

Layering the tape over various 
sections of the shoe before 

carefully removing them to create 
a true to size reference for my 

cardboard pieces. 

I placed my making tape patterns 
on a white sheet with their 

use/name annotated.



Once i had my patterns i was able to go trace them 
onto the cardboard and start on the 3d aspect of the 
shoe. 

For the sole/base of the shoe i cut the sole out 
multiple times before layering them in order to 
create the height/shape/thickness i desired for the 
shoe. 

From there I cut out each section and glued them 
on.  



Chris Gilmour

Chris Gilmour is a British Sculptor whose main 
medium is Cardboard. He recreates everyday 
objects in a true-to-life scale completely out of 
cardboard. 

His attention to detail is clear in the finished 
product, which, if not left uncoloured could 
easily pass as the real thing! 



Michael Leavitt

Michael Leavitt is an american artist whose 
notable for his cardboard shoe series. 

He works across a variety of mediums and 
themes, including pop art, sculpture, 
painting, satire and toy making! 

His cardboard shoe templates are clear and 
easy to read!



When the basic form of the show was finished it was time to start on the 
details. I added cardboard from a cereal box for contrasting colour, the 
stars that are on the original shoe, lace holes, branding and cardboard 
laces! 

All of these embellishments took the shoe from a basic form to a finished 
piece! 



The finished shoe
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Card Construction UOL - the section I completed 



Card Construction UOL - full UOL Cardboard Construction UOL 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1d94U09hfePCVlz8RbjRxiJPJnnQYN8YzbsuDFTbz5mg/edit#slide=id.p1

